
IAC Christmas Party  

Come and share some holiday cheer at the 
IAC’s Christmas Party scheduled for Sunday, 

December 13, 2009, at Piazzano’s Italian Res-
taurant, located at 1825 N. Grand River Ave., 
(1/2 west from Turner Street—Old Town). 

The event will be from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
with dinner served at 2:30 p.m. On the menu is 
gnocchi, bacala, and other delicious food items.  

This event is free to IAC members who are in 
good standing. Cost for non-members $10.00 for 
adults and $7.50 for children 6 to 12 years of 
age. Please RSVP to Tony De Luca either by 
email (deluca_iac@yahoo.com) or calling 974-
1706. Remember to bring your IAC membership 
card to help identify those that are IAC mem-
bers 

It is rumored that a jolly old-man in a bright 
red suit and furry hat might be stopping by the 
party. Please bring a wrapped gift with your 
child’s name, for distribution by Santa. The gift 
should be in the value of $10.00 to $20.00.  Also, 
bring a dessert dish to share. 

 

Happy 

Thanksgiv-

ing! 

As the Thanksgiving holi-
day approaches we should 
take time to reflect on the 
many wonderful blessings. 

It’s a time for family and 
friends to gather together 
and enjoy a delicious tra-
ditional meal. It is also a 
time to remember those 
who are less fortunate and 
those who will be away 
from their families, espe-
cially those in the armed 
services. 

Let us also be thankful for 
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Parliamo Italiano! 

 Calling all children between the ages of 7 to 13 years old who are interested in 
learning Italian. Michigan State University  has unveiled a new community language 
program. The classes are schedule to begin on Thursday, January 14, 2010 thru 

Thursday, April 22, 2010, for 12 sessions, the times are from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
the cost for the course is $135.00.  To enroll online visit http://webapp.llc.msu.edu/
CommunityLanguageSchool/ or for more information, contact Angelika Kraemer at 
(517)884-1571 or  email her at: kraemera@msu.edu.  The MSU Community Language 
Program will also be offering Italian language classes for adults soon.  

 Italian Language Classes…    



By: Jennifer Orlando 
 
 Ciao! This will be a new sec-
tion in the Lansing IAC newsletter to 
keep members informed on what the 
MSU IAC is up to. It’s our hope that 
by keeping a great relationship be-
tween the two clubs, our members 
will become Lansing IAC members 
after they graduate or join an Italian 
American Club in whichever geo-
graphical region they settle. It’s im-
portant to take pride in our culture 
and appreciate it as much as we can. 
 
That’s why on Nov. 14 the MSU IAC 
took a trip to Roma Bakery to learn 
how to make a traditional dessert 
known throughout Lansing – rum 
cake. Sostine and Mena Castriciano 
showed us around the bakery and 
gave us a history on the bakery’s be-
ginnings. We had a wonderful time. 
We look forward to more opportuni-
ties to view the talents and abilities 
of other Lansing Italian Americans. If 
you would like to provide a cooking 
demonstration or a tour of your busi-
ness – anything that shows examples 
of the impact Italian Americans make 
in Lansing – please contact me at 

jenniferorlando25@gmail.com.  
 
For this Christmas we adopted 
another family from St. Vincent 
Catholic Charities to support. We 
have received their wish list and 
will get them their products in 
time for the holiday season! 
 
Other events and activities we’ve 
done this semester include an in-
formational session about studying 
abroad in Italy, Italian lessons 
from our advisor, Gaetano Restivo, 
a trip to Uncle John’s Cider Mill 
and a tailgate before the MSU vs. 
Western Michigan football game. 
While this is an MSU club, we 
would love to have all the young 
adults involved in our activities! 
 
Finally, we have green T-shirts for 
sale at $15. They are Spartan 
Green and have a white shield 
with four stars on the left breast of 
the shirt. On the back it says, 
“Italian American Club 2009.” We 
have sizes small, medium and 
large. Let me know if you’d like to 
purchase one. Grazie! 
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Recipe: Cucchisi Fritti (Fried 

Cookies) Courtesy of Jennifer 
Orlando’s Mother and Grand-
mother 
 

Ingredients: 

6 eggs 
1 cup sugar 
1/2 Crisco 
2 tsp. baking powder 
A bit of Anisette 
 
Fry. Let cool and glaze with mix-
ture of confectioner's sugar and 
water. 
 

Italian Traditions at Christ-

mas 
 

With the holiday season upon us, we 

look to the traditions celebrated by 

Italians at Christmas time. 

 

� Christmas Eve—feast of 

fish and non-meat dishes 

� The legend of Old Befana 

� The Presepio (the Nativity) 

� Babbo Natale (Santa Claus) 

 

 

 

News from the MSU Italian American Club 

Local and state events and happenings …. 

The 25th Annual Silver Bells in the City will take place 

on Friday, November 20, 2009 from 5-9 p.m. in downtown 

Lansing. 

Silver Bells in the City, which attracts 120,000 attendees, annually 
features an Electric Light Parade followed by the lighting of Michigan’s 
official Christmas tree and a firework show (weather permitting) over 
the State Capitol. 
The entire evening is also filled with free family entertainment includ-
ing free admission to Lansing’s cultural institutions, horse-drawn 
wagon rides on Washington Square, and performances by more than 
50 local arts and cultural institutions throughout downtown Lansing. 
Each year, Silver Bells in the City is coordinated by the Arts Council of 
Greater Lansing with the assistance of a hard working 34 member 
coordinating committee. Silver Bells in the City is made possible each 
year through the generosity of nearly 100 area sponsors who contribute 
more than $80,000 in cash and $120,000 in in-kind support. We greatly 
thank each and every contributor for their support! 


